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planatory remarks: no other person uttered
a word on the subject; and it passed to a
third reading by a unanimous vote. On the
third reading, the Senate, on motion, dis-
pensed with the reading, and it passed to
be engrossed, without debate.

"In my journeys to effect this object,
and in my long attendance in Washington,
I expended nearly a year of time. Of my
expenses in money I have no account, but
it is a satisfaction to me that a liberal stat-
ute for securing to authors the fruit of their
labor has been obtained."

In this summary the whole history of the
copyright statutes appears, and it is inter-
esting to note that the earliest action by
the States and Congress received its impulse
from Webster's spelling-book j the later and
final form of the law was adopted in con-
nection with Mr. Webster's indefatigable
efforts, and the first book to take advantage
of it was his "American Dictionary." His
keen sense of the business relations of his
literary work is seen in this early and late
energy in securing satisfactory copyright
laws. It is noticeable, too, that in his cor-